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1.  Context: 
Myanmar’s magnificent Ayeyarwady, (including its tributary the  Chindwin)  and  Thanlwin  are  the  only 

remaining very long (+1000 km) free-flowing rivers in all of tropical Asia. The country also boasts many 

medium and long free-flowing rivers of exceptional beauty, productivity, and biodiversity.  Not only are 

these rivers home to endemic or rare species such as the endangered Irrawaddy Dolphin, but they also 

sustain the lives of millions of people and are Myanmar’s natural and cultural heritage. Freshwater fish – 

being it through fisheries, small scale aquaculture and especially subsistence fisheries – play an 

enormously important role for health and nutrition in Myanmar, with 2/3 of animal protein originating 

from fish. 
 

The free-flowing rivers of Myanmar are especially 

important in the context of migratory fish. While 

most   fish   migrate   to   some   extent,   the  actual 

migratory  patterns  of  Myanmar’s  fish  species  are 

vastly   unknown.  Initial  and   not  yet  well-known 

research  on  two  economic  import  species  have 

shown that in Myanmar fish travel hundreds (Hilsa 

Shad;     Tenualosa    ilisha)    or    even    thousands 

(Burmese      catfish;     Pangasius     myanmar)     of 

kilometres. 
 

To  commemorate  World  Fish  Migration  Day  (24 

October 2020), and the unique and spectacular fish 

biodiversity   of   Myanmar,   we   will   hold   a   “fish 

migration in Myanmar”  panel discussion, with fish 

specialists,   development   specialists,   civil   society 

representatives. The event will be organised under 

the patronage of the Department of Fisheries.



 

11:00- 11:10 

 
 
 
 
 

2.  The panel discussion: 
The objective of the event is to use World Fish Migration Day to raise awareness on the importance of 

free-flowing rivers for productive fisheries with decision makers, civic society organisations and 

development organisations within Myanmar. 
 

While this is a virtual talk using the zoom-platform, some participants are physically participating from 

Bago, where a field-trip is planned for the afternoon. We will also host international callers remotely 

(World Fish Migration Foundation, Charles Sturt University). The panel discussion will be reported on in 

the news and the Burmese social media sphere. Journalists are invited to participate. 
 

 
 
 

AGENDA: 
 

Time                   Particular                                                               Remark 

 

10:00-10:10      Opening speech                                                   
Director General, Department of 
Fisheries 

10:10-10:20      
Opening remarks + comments on fish 
migration internationally 

Mr. Herman Wanningen, Founder, 
World Fish Migration Foundation,

 
10:20-10:35      Fish migration research in Myanmar               U Zau Lunn, FFI 

 

10:35-10:55      
2 species on the move: Hilsa Shad and 
Pangas Catfish 

Dr. John Conallin, Charles Sturt 
University

10:55–11:00     Fish Heroes of Myanmar – Fish Migration Animation Video 

 
The importance free-flowing rivers for 

local communities                                              
U Frankie Abreu, TripNet

 

 

11:10-11:20      
Free-flowing rivers, dams and fish 
migration 

Mr. Frank Van Der Valk, WWF- 
Myanma

 
 

11:20- 11:50     Panel discussion and Q & A 

Panelists;  DoF, Irrigation 
Department, Zau Lunn(FFI), Hanna 
Helsingen(WWF), Frankie (TripNet), 
John Conallin (Charles Stuart 
University

   11:50-12:00      Director General, Department of Fisheries    Closing remarks



 

 
QUESTIONS FOR THE PANEL DISCUSSION:   

 

All:  
 

•    What are the largest risks facing fish migration in Myanmar? 
•    What makes Myanmar so special in terms of fish migration? 

 

DOF: 
 

•    What is the most recent finding you have had in terms of learning about fish migration? 
 

•    How can organisations support the DOF in their efforts to protect fish migration? 
 

ID:  
 

• How have your practices regarding barriers for irrigation changed on finding about the impacts on fish 

migration? 
 

FFI: 

•    What is the most exciting finding you have learned from your recent research on fish migration in 

Myanmar? 

 
WWF: 

•    What are the major challenges facing fish migration in Myanmar? 
 

 

CSO: 

•    How do CSOs value fish migration? 
 

 

CSU:  
 

•    What are some global lessons for Myanmar so that we can learn from others in terms of fish migration? 


