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The Tagus River is not just water, it is living culture, the spine and axis, of 

the lands and villages it passes through. 

It is with great happiness that we see all the citizens and organizations 

present here, representing the entire Iberian Tagus basin and all sectors of 

society and areas of action, come together in defence of the Tagus, 

constituting an independent example of participation and citizenship. 

In our differences, the link that unites us is the Tagus! 

The same Tagus that unites this whole basin from Spain to Portugal, that 

unites all the riverside populations and their cultures, that we know and live 

from the source to the mouth, from Albarracín to the Great Estuary. 

It is also significant that we are in Caneiras where we want to highlight the 

beauty of the natural heritage of a free Tagus river with river dynamics and 

the Tagus river cultural heritage associated with traditional fishing in the 

municipality of Cartaxo and in the municipality of Santarém, in particular, the 

Avieira villages of Palhota and Caneiras, typical villages of avian fishermen, 

built with wooden houses, like stilts, whose origin is lost in time. Alves Redol, 

a great Portuguese writer who wrote a lot about the Tagus and its people, 

lived in the village of Palhota and Ricardo Costa made a feature-length 

documentary entitled Avieiros, in 1975, about the lives of his fishermen. 

The Tagus River, which throughout its course supported the agricultural and 

commercial activities of its people, constituted itself as the main axis of 

development of the riverside communities: farmers, millers, boat builders, 

fishing gear, boaters, fishermen. Of these, a few insist on taking their 

livelihood from the river, thinner each day as a result of ecosystem 

degradation and consequent changes in biodiversity, caused by human 

misdeeds. 

The Tagus people have always managed to survive and prosper in harmony 

with the river, which was generous to them in the past and which will be 

essential in the future. 
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A future where the bond of nature and culture endures and is reinforced with 

the return of ways of life linked to water and the river, based on a sustainable 

development of responsible agricultural and industrial activities, of nature 

educational and tourism, cultural and environmental, which will only be 

possible if we unite efforts to preserve a Tagus river Free of weirs and dams 

to ensure the migratory flows of fish species, the conservation of aquatic 

ecosystems and habitats and the enjoyment of the river by riverside 

populations. 

The ecological preservation of the Tagus River is a tribute that citizens must 

offer for the sustainability of Life and for the conservation of its heritage, and 

it is now urgent to defend an Alive and Free Tagus river with river dynamics 

for the rejection of the construction projects of new weirs and dams - Tejo 

Project and the Ocreza Dam - and for demand for regulation suitable for the 

barriers that already exist in order to guarantee: the establishment of true 

ecological flows; a fluvial regime suitable for the migration and reproduction 

of fish species; the quality of the surface and underground water bodies of 

the Tagus River; the conservation of ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity; 

and a fluvial connectivity provided by efficient passages for fish and small 

boats. 

We will continue to combat the over-exploitation of Tagus water that already 

exists in the face of economic management of hydroelectric dams in the 

Spanish province of Extremadura, the transfer of water from the Tagus to 

intensive agriculture in southern Spain and the aggression of agricultural, 

industrial and nuclear pollution. 

We know the evils that the Tagus suffers and the abuse that the hand of 

humans has been inflicting on its water and its ecosystems. 

In order to contain this hand that mistreats him, we have to open the other 

hand to protect him, and that hand is us! 
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That is why we have a duty to extend that open hand to create a stream of 

will and intentionality, that is able to clarify who decides and that demands 

an ecologically sustainable treatment for the Tagus river. 

We owe it to ourselves, who shared the life with Tagus and accepted the 

generosity of its waters. 

We owe it to future generations to get to know an Alive and Free Tagus, as 

we known it, and not a slave and prisoner of human selfishness, speculation, 

greed and irresponsibility. 

If we continue in this direction, the next generations will no longer know Alive 

and Free rivers, but only images on the internet ... that will be shadows of 

what once was offered to us with generosity, and will have no incentive to 

recognize the value of these rivers that they never had possibility to enjoy. 

For all these reasons, we must unite and demand the defense of the quality 

and quantity of water from the Tagus river and its affluent, as well as the 

rejection or removal of barriers to its connectivity, so that they are healthy 

and provide the ecological services necessary for Life in its biodiversity as a 

whole and remain a reference of the riverside Heritage. 

We must still unite and claim the unity and integrity of the Tagus and its 

basin, since the love and respect we feel for it do not end in any of the 

administrative and artificial boundaries that men impose on nature. 

For our hands to protect it, we have to unite and coordinate them, showing 

the union of Portuguese and Spanish citizens in the defence of the Tagus, as 

an international Iberian basin, and affirming our determination to combat 

indifference to the abuse that has been suffering . 

So, in order to defend the Tagus and its tributaries, and as citizens of the 

Tagus River, in Portugal and Spain, we unite to claim to all the competent 

authorities, international, national, regional and local: 

1st. The need for sustainable management of the Tagus river basin based on 

the principle of unity of its management; 
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2nd. Compliance with the Water Framework Directive, namely the guarantee 

of a good state of Tagus waters; 

3rd. The establishment and quantification of a regime of ecological flows, 

daily, weekly and monthly, reflected in the Management Plans of the 

Tagus Hydrographic Region, in Spain and Portugal, and in the updating 

of the Albufeira Convention, which allow the proper functioning of the 

connected ecosystems to the river and, consequently, the services they 

provide to the community; 

4th. Monitoring of the permanent compliance with the ecological flow regime 

defined there; 

5th. Public information on compliance with the Luso-Spanish agreement 

regarding Iberian rivers; 

6th. The refusal of transfers from the Tagus and support for the investigation 

of sustainable alternatives, based on the efficient use of water; 

7th. Guarantee flows in the Tagus River and its tributaries in sufficient quality 

and quantity to guarantee the good condition of the water bodies and 

the viability of the various recreational and recreational uses; 

8th. Accompany the monitoring and verify compliance with the industrial 

effluent discharge licenses, requiring the taking of environmental 

protection measures based on the precautionary principle; 

9th. Carrying out actions to help restore the natural river system and its 

environment; 

10th. Valuing and promoting the cultural and social identity of the riverside 

populations of the Tagus. 

This is what we stand for, 

May our united hands protect the Tagus. 

And let's say with Miguel Torga, because poets know how to see the future 

Restart 
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If you can, 

Without anguish and without haste. 

And the steps you take 

On this hard path 

From the future 

Give them in freedom. 

Until you reach 

Don't rest. 

The Tagus deserves it! 


