


What is World Fish Migration Day

World Fish Migration Day 2018 (WFMD) is a one day global initiative, with local
events worldwide, to create awareness on the importance of open rivers and
migratory fish. WFMD is held to improve the publics’ understanding of the
importance of open rivers and migratory fish and their needs.

This event is being celebrated in over 350 Locations from over 50 countries and 15
locations in India.

Con nect in g  F i sh ,  R ivers  and  Peop le



What is the problem?

For millennia, man has exploited the various ecosystem services which rivers
provide. Water abstraction, power generation and the disposal and downstream
transport of human waste products are just three of many examples which carry a
high environmental and ecological cost. With environmental impacts ranging from
physical habitat degradation, pollution and the creation of in-stream barriers which
interrupt natural flow patterns, the aquatic resources with which we are blessed are
frequently abused beyond repair.

While impacts on wildlife typically affect entire food chains - from the tiniest algae
up to animals which rely on fish as food (e.g. birds, otters, and indeed humans), fish
populations have long been recognised as excellent indicators of aquatic ecosystem
health and the general cleanliness of rivers.



Barriers and fish migration

Barriers, such as weirs, dams and sluices, have been constructed for a range of
purposes including water storage, power generation and land drainage. Such
barriers can impede and prevent migrations which are essential for fish to access
habitats which function to support reproductive, feeding and refuge requirements.
When denied of this freedom to move between habitats, species may be unable to
complete their life cycles and the self-sustainability of populations becomes
threatened. Globally fish stocks and species are declining at an alarming rate and
migratory fishes that require access to and within rivers are becoming increasingly
threatened.



Why in India?

In India Mahseer, barramundi (Asian / Indian sea bass), Indo-Pacific tarpon, Indian
shad, Indian Mottled eel and snapper represent just a few of our migratory fish.
Some of these species are already endangered, while others, subject to several
anthropogenic threats, may become threatened and potentially extinct in the future
if we do not afford them urgent attention.

Our River our Life

For centuries we have relied on, and worshiped our river. Today, our thoughtless
actions are threatening its abundant fish and are destroying our life source. If we
don't work to conserve our fishes and river now - there will be nothing left for our
children.



Why in India? (continued…)

Our River Goddess is kind to us

The River is a life source for many. We have historically been connected to the river
and have depended on Rivers for food, shelter and basic survival, Not only are we
still dependant on it, but our future and that of our children are tied to its well
being.

We all know that the benefits of a clean, healthy River are

Drinking Water, Food for communities, Source of water for Irrigation, Source or
energy and recreation.



What makes up our River System

Aquatic Plants

Breathe life into Rivers with oxygen, while acting as a source of food for many
aquatic animals such as freshwater turtles and fishes. The clusters and clumps of
vegetation underwater, also serve as a giant nursery for fishes and tadpoles

Animal Life

There are fishes, turtles, crabs, frog, otters, crocodiles, water snakes, insects, snails
birds and many more. Animal forming communities that are diverse and important.
Each animal play a critical role in maintaining a healthy aquatic ecosystem.



What makes up our River System (Contd…)

Natures Highway

The flowing River also acts as a conveyer belt carrying with it lots of nutrients from
forests and during rainy season its a busy highway for many different fishes zipping
upstream and into flooded areas to reproduce and return.

Trees

Just like how we humans turn to trees for shade during hot day many creatures get
respite from their branches and leaves which leans in towards the River, keeping the
temperature outside and inside the water cools.



How are we KILLING our Rivers

Poisoning

Would any of us add poison to our drinking water before consuming it? That is
essentially what we are doing by poison fishing. Poison gets absorbed by every living
matter in the water, making it unfit for consumption. Over time poison will not let
anything survive.

Dynamite Fishing

Dynamiting is the same as bombing, the explosion underwater is just as dangerous
as it is on land, destroying everything in the river.

Conserve our River. Conserve our Fish.



How are we KILLING our Rivers (Contd…)

Gill Netting

Gill nets work in a way where any fish that moves in to the net gets caught, and
most of the times fish that are not targeted also get caught. Many other animals
including diving birds, otters and reptiles get trapped and tangled or drown.

Effluents

Discharge of effluents from agricultural runoff and industries poisons the water
killing all living organisms, there by reducing the oxygen which is vital to the survival
of all plants and animals.

Conserve our River. Conserve our Fish.



How are we KILLING our Rivers (Contd…)

Sand Mining

Removal of sand leads to a drop in fish populations where dead zones are created by
taking away breeding grounds for fish. The sand and sediment when disturbed get
suspended in the water clogging the gills or fish, causing suffocation and death.

There are noticeable drops in numbers of fish, with the catch rate going down. It
also leads to disturbance of habitat for many other animals such as turtles and
crocodiles that use sand banks for nesting.

Excessive sand mining can cause collapse of River banks making the land unstable
and dangerous to carry out any activity.

Conserve our River. Conserve our Fish.



Migratory Fish of India

Mahseer Barramundi Indo-Pacific Tarpon

Indian Shad Indian Mottled eel Snapper

Tor Spp Lates calcarifer Megalops cyprinoides

Tenualosa ilisha Anguilla bengalensis Lutjanus malabaricus / Lutjanus
argentimaculatus



Mahseer

Currently there are 8 known species of Mahseer in India

Might Mahseer-tiger of the river, which are often seen and protected in and around
temples are in peril today. They are some of the largest freshwater fish found in
Indian rivers and are dependant on trees and other living organisms in the rivers,
Mahseer’s move upstream and downstream for food and to reproduce. With the
destruction of their habitats and over fishing - their survival is being threatened.



Mahseer

Mahseer’s contribute in a major way to inland fishery, they are also one of the most
threatened and heavily exploited groups of mega fishes. Unsustainable fishery,
dynamite fishing, and habitat degradation through pollution and dams are some of
the major threats faced by Mahseer’s in Indian waters. Construction of large Hydel
power dams, along with small irrigation dams, has badly affected the Mahseer
population across the country. Building a wall across a river not only fragments the
fish population but also poses a major barrier in the pathways of species that
migrate or undertake long distance movements, especially for breeding. Mahseer’s
usually prefer cool, deep, and oxygen-rich waters in the main river channel but in
the breeding season, they migrate upstream to the shallows.



Angling and Conservation

Many people may not realise the important role that Anglers play in monitoring and
caring for our waterways and fish stocks. Anglers are natural custodians for these
important natural resources; they spend much of their free time on the water, and
so they are often the first to observe changes within the natural environment. This
creates a strong motivation for anglers to become involved in ensuring they are
appropriately managed. In many areas across the world, anglers are becoming
increasingly involved in monitoring programs to track the ongoing health of our
waterways, and projects to arrest and reverse environmental decline. They also
perform an important function in lobbying government for improved management
of our fish and water resources, and offering a voice of caution regarding potentially
harmful development proposals.

Anglers also aid researchers in understanding the fish population and species, in fact
more new species have been discovered by Anglers and Hobbyist.



Mahseer Trust

The Mahseer Trust is a UK Registered Charity, set up to conserve Mahseer as
flagship species, to draw awareness and greater environmental stewardship to
rivers. The Trust operates throughout the mahseer range countries of south and
south-east Asia and works with a broad range of international stakeholders across
multiple initiatives

Throughout the world, among sport anglers and wildlife enthusiasts, there is an
enormous amount of admiration and respect for the “noble” Mahseer and it is our
hope that many of these will wish to support the aims of the Trust. Although the
Trust is based in the UK, we aim to work in partnership with conservation
organisations in India, with Indian scientists and universities and, indeed, to engage
worldwide, with individuals and organisations with an interest in Mahseer biology
and conservation. By so doing, it is our hope and ambition that these great fishes
will thrive and allow future generations to continue to appreciate their
magnificence.



All India Game Fishing Association (AIGFA)

“All India Game Fishing Association”, a non profit-making, charitable organization is a
result of the effort from “The league of responsible anglers” across India with the
sole intention to promote “Sport Fishing” and to protect the fast depleting stock of
sport fish by active participation of angler community in protecting the water bodies
it resides. It is a commitment to make “AIGFA” the encyclopaedia of ethical and
established practices of sport fishing in India by chronicling game fish, their habitat,
safe methods to target them and to promote catch and release by publishing,
educating, record keeping and involvement of other organisations which are also
committed to the same cause.

AIGFA recognises the value of sport fishing and its multi dimensional benefits to our
lives and society, and AIGFA is committed to zealously guard the tradition so that our
next generation can also enjoy the thrill of this wonderful sport.



T h a n k  Yo u


